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NEW YORK LETTER

SCENES IR AND ABOUT THE GREAT
METROPOLIS.

Tom Platt's Rise to Power—Clerieal Butoh-
~ era—Charles Arbuokle—Reating
the Prohibition Laws.
{Correapondence of the Richmond Dispateh.}
New Yonx, Jannary 14, 1888,
A medium-tized wan, who looked like
8 Methodist deacon, passed rapidly
through the corridor of the Fifth-Avenue
Hotel at 5 o'clock yesterday aftornoon,
He was slight of build, weak-looking
abont the knees, and Lisarms hung loase-
jointed from his shoulders, A frock
coat was buttonsd up elose to the neck.
A soft hat tested comfortally on his
head. His hair was a tnifle long, and bis
brown thin beard long, stragely, and
bere and there pray in patchen  The
clerks bowed to him pleamiudly, The
men on the settecs oudged ench other
and said: “There he is." The boy at
the elevator boaed obsegnionsly. [t was
Tor Platt, the boss of the Lepublican
party in New York State.
A few years piro he resigned from his
Iace in the United States Senate, and n
ond guffaw at hiv «illy action swept like
a cyelone from one end of the conntry
to the otber. lLyersboly luughed ot
# Me Too,” aud everv@hdy thought that
ke wonld soon be swallowed np i the
at maelstrom of hugmon life 0 the

nsy city, It be wasnt.  When
be found thar the poltieal leaders
jutended to  push I;‘.m aside e
made his plans to checkmate them.

He gatliersd together a fores of loyal
young men in all parts of the State and

gnn his work.  Io every nssembly and
senatorinl district where he saw  that
the Republican party was weak hean
duced some yunbg wind rising follow to
stand for an clection, e wis an expart
orgnnizer,  1f he had been seliooled with
that master of wiregulii Samuel J.
Tilden, be could not have showa more
tact und ability. He went down into
Wall stroct and raised n barrelof money
for campaigu oxpenses.  He gpent at
frecly and went doep anto higow i pocket
for what was lacking.  He succeded be-

] yon Lis wildest hopes. and soom had n
\ swnall srmy of Spartaps at his Dack.
: When the Legislature met in Altwny
" sud noses were connted it was found by

the political lenders tlat the man

whom they had gneercd at was bBoes
They conldn't do unything withont bim,
- He was invited to nnme bis terma He
did so. It was complete surrender. The
lenders rebelled.  Flatt insisted. They
langhed again. Then he went fo work
and proved his cfaim to the hosship, for
they conldn't do anything without bim
Theleaders surrenderol,  Platt wae boss.
He sharpened his kuif« for revenge, and
one by one the oli loaders were forced
aside. Platt beeame autoeratic. The
bandwritiug on the wall was plain
Now recruits flocked to bis stundard,
gnd ns the months doubled mto
yoeurs Platt becume more poweriul, nutil
fo-duy he 15 the buss of the strongost po
litical machine ever organized in this
ftate. Haas s sbsolute as the Uzar,
He has killed off his old c¢nemies, sod
on his belt dangles their sealps. 1t wis
Flatt who msde Hiscock ecnstor sud
Cole Speaker of the Assenbly, 1y i=
Tlatt who is worrving Governor Hill
more than aoybody else.  Ho 18 an ex-
pert in politieal jugglery. He 18 as
Phatp a8 a ferret, #s quick as o
flush, und as danog es Napoleon,  He
pever elocps.  He works  might and
duy. He is in politics bedanse he loves
wwer,  He is wealthy, and could afford
!'l tuke things comfortably if he would,
hut no day laborar works barder.  le
kuows every tugve that his opponents
mnke. The Repullicans never act with-
out eonsulting bim, or rather they do
pot act until he orders them to. Heis
the enmueer of the I(r‘.ulalicau traty,
conductor, brakemun, and baggnge-mas-
ter, and if he docsu’t nume the candidate
of the Hepublican purty for President
pext summer it will be because New
York Etate is leit ont of consideration—
s procecding, by the way, that is not
hkely to happen.  Nobody knows whom
he favors, I-.'.wrylmly wants to know,
! and there is one man who would sleap
Detter if he was certain that Platt wos
for him. His name is Jues Gillespiv
Flaine. The hittle thin fellow who looks
like s deacom will not muke bis plans
koown befora mext June. Tt is dollas

to pennies that Lis choice 18 pot Blune. |

CLERICAL BUTCHERS,

The Hebrew colony of New York,
which but a few years ngo was @ mors
village, is pow a vast aud populons city
on the ** Lust Bide " of Muonbaitan s
land, Une of its oddest customs is the
employment of rabbis or quasi-clergy-
wen, exclusively as by butehere,  They
are known as §'Shochats,” und form »
guild or trade union to themselves.
Qhey dress differcutly from the other
wembers of their race, and in their
Fpeech and manner are w curious o
pound of clergymsn and buteher, They

ure prominent fgures in the Jewishwar- |

Jets and slangnter bouses around Gonve-
peur slip apd also in the interestinge
Klavonio Hebraic socicty which now doiu-
inatesthat naighborbood.  One of them,
# very popuiar and successful shochst,
fuid to un ingusitive student of Lhuman
natire :

s Our profession, and [ nse the word
nivisedly rather than trade, 15 very au-
cient. 1t was started by the Diviue
commaud in the Book of Levitioug, wud
thereuifer developed into an art by the
Taimudie teachers. It has remunined uu-
changed now for &t lenst 2,000 years, A
young Hebrew desiring to become w
*hochat must have s good moral clurace
ter aud excellent social position fo slart
with. Hethen wust have or gain u
thorough knowledge of the Talmud

pud  the commentarics  and  also
of  buman and  auimal  anato-
wy., This corresponds to  a goold

theological aod zoologie education smonig
Christiaus,  Upon all these points he is
examined by veteran shocbats, ond ane
less *plucked,” ns yon wonld call it s
pormitted to enler us an_ apprentios
gome * Rosher' (tuat is, orthodox) sliaghi-
ter-bouse. Hers be must serve at loast
one year, and generelly docs two or three,
The truining bere 1a chicfly proctical, sud
includes the use of the smwuwl kuife,
the large knife, the saw, the cleaver, aud
the mxe, the position aud relation of
the large blood-vessels, cartilngos, mins-
elow, jornts, sud booes of bLirds wod ani
mals, sud the nature, condition, and
health of animal tissues. When he Las
mastered these Le is sgain cxamined,
and if fonud well-informed eud cowpe
tent is recommended by the exnwiners
: 10 & chief rabbi, who thereupon isgnes to
him & certitleate or diploms,
diploma no orthodox Hebrew will em-
]llt bim or buy meat of any sort that
1 kitled, Thows cortificste, unlike »
collewe diploma, can be revoked for
drunkenuess, insanity, disesse, or iwm-
morul conduct,

“We usually work for butchers or
marketmen st fixed wages. Some of us
who like to be their own masters work by
the picce ; all of us wake a hendsowe
addition to our income by killing poul-

for Ewple who buy it slive. The
ossie law prescribes that the shochat
shall kill, if therefore n privato citi-
gon kiils lis own chicken or duck the
weat is upclean. Bome custouers sre
fastidious, and have us
their fowls. In this case
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bat such it is, and we all obey it reli®

. We must be dignified, and not
ndulge in levity nor iale words. Wo
must wear the hair, beard, and the coat
longer than do the rest of the commu-
nity. We mnst not dance with the other
rox, nor enter saloons or similar extab-
lishments, nor use aleoholic stimulants, |
exoept it he for sicknoss, If we do other- |
wizo we lose onr diploms, and elso our
social position and repotation.

“The life is # good and healthy one. |
The only danger is blood-poisoning from
a oiled” knife or other article in the
butchar's shop, or from the horsctiies |
that live on suiusl matter, This ocen- |
| sionally destroys a shoebat, hut gene- |
| rally only makes him sick for ashort time, |
!Mhe same nsk, 1 believe, sttends all

elanghtering, excepting where the Chi-
cugo systom of wbatloirs and refrigera-
tors is followed."

A COMMERCTAL LANCELOT.

A song came out of the West many
vears ago, s verse of which ran as fol-
OWH

wiame, Philander, et us b b marchind
Fvery one bils tr wn s *sarchin's’
Chosope yuur Lrie o uOW OF Bever.

Charles Arbmckle, the milbonaire coffee
merchant, waited until he was tiity years
of age before he yielded to somo such
| sentament x that embodied in the seoti-
mental stanza and begen his love-lorn
peregrinations.  His **marchin’™ and
his “sarchin' " led him to the feet of a
maiden of @ certain age, said to be about |
forty, snd he ealied ber * Bunny " aud |
!l!:r ealled him * Paby Bunting. " Hlv‘

|

vocepted money from him, wrote long
1osters 10 hirn—one of which, she avers,
contning  thirteen mora words than
the one which i noswirs—is said
to lave proposed morrisge to bim; |
receives from him letters full of such |
initinls ns ““H's and K's"—hugs and |
kisses—nnd K, M. Q," which stands |
for ** kiss me quick.” At length, when |
tho lover sihs less vehomently, the Indy
drops poetey aud sentiment, amd in the
wosk prosaie manner sues lim for breach
of promise, and hun jnst recovered m |
verdiet of 845,000 from s jury of cs-
teemed shoe-string vendors, suspender
dealers, and other equally important
ltghts of commerce, This sam, nI-Il:II.-|
el throngh @ letter of introduction to the
willionaire by o elerk on 8 Mississippl
steamboat, in equal to more than 85,000 |

w yeur during the time of the acqueint- |

ance, and as the lady could Lardly have |

earned that sum in the role of opera-
singer, to which slie aspired, this isclear-

Iy not meass of *love's” labor lost,

Who is Chiarles Arbuckle ? |
His numo hus barame known all over !
the country by an nnbappy denoncment |
| of his septimentsl sdventures, which |
liave boen the theme of gossip in sociaty
und businass ciralea for several weeks,
e is one of the largest coffes merchants
in the world.,  Short, stout, ruddy-faced,

{ with ronnd, moon like features, small, |
dark vves, and a thiek bull neck, heis
u“ l'unih.:r figura on tha Ceflees xchunce !
anid fo lower Wall street, the hunnt of
coffee imyorters and brokers.  He s
pliinly, eimost shubbily, drossed, wonrs a
monsteehio dyed Llnek, and has quict, off-
Lhand manners. Heisilliterate, l‘lln-;#, and
sharp in & bazgain, Lok as & Disiness-mien
Lo 18 etraightforward. He is withont
vxecptionul business ekill, but knows how
{o keep what be Lss, Brokers do not
ke Lo because, as onsef them sand the |
othier day. “* you can never make a cout
out of i, and he passes around eigurs
worth $3a iundred.™ He is not Lail-
fellow well met with every broker of s |
acquaintance : be docs not take them tu
Delmoniess for champagne diuners nor |
to private boxes at the theatre or the
oper, nor on miudnipght explorations of
the nether worlil of New York, He is
yeranded s & man  who wonld see
as much life #s possible at  the
lowest cut rates, auwd who is by
no  wesns  averse to a cerinin
ceronl inoa lguid form. I other words,
to employ a term mors expressive thin
Chesterfieldian, he 18 known asa * by
gtuff,”  He is without the ostentation of |
pome men of wewlth ; his manuers ara
entirely devoid of pretence, and the ouly
display in which he indulges 18 & lurge

| diwmonid shirt stud, sugrestive of asmall |
locomative lesdlight, and an equally |

| imposauy dismond riog. Standing by
the trnding ring in the Coffee Exvhange
Lie isa picture of stolid Jzooraues wnd

[ petty vulganity, wman worth & million
and & Lulf in money, but appraisieg bis
worth it every othior respect at an appro-

| printely mwodest valustion,  1nother

| words, & mere trader,

THIE HHOTHENLS,

John and Cherles Arbuekle came to
New York from Pitleburgh sbout fifteen
weits sgo. Jolin is the eider brother and is
HIZLY YoBrs of nge, murned, und, like his
backeior brotlier in the now famons suit,
he liven in Frooklyn, 1t is now geu=-
rally understood that John Arbockls
wonld have given oue hundred thonsand
dollars rether than that lus firm sbould |
hnve aeanired the disnarecalile potoriety
of this guit, The'family is of DPennsyi
venia Duteh orwin,  The two brothers

| t‘flll.'l.!l'l('lll.!l"l Lt nesa gome ‘h'l‘r! ?’l'HT“
apo ns wholesle grocers in Pittsburgh.
They were close, never spent & penny |
more  than  wis  necessary, suuply
guved what th by '.n'r!"li'r{‘d in trade, and
witbout any murked business capacity,
grew wealthy.  In time they bonght a
patent from one Carrutbers for ronsting
coffee in an improved toansder, dotro- |
ducing the white of egys and perhings a

dash of gum ambic mto the roaster,

which gave the beun g polished conting,

and not only improved its genersl ap-

praranee, but provented tha sroma from

escaping. In this simple patent, ssin

w0 wany other cases, lay & larze fortune, |
The brothers removed to New York,

banlt & big roasting-mill at the foot of |
Catharine stroet, in Brookiyn, sod pow

they are worth togetlior three milhons,

while the Arbackle fuwily possess some

feur or five millions,

The rossting cowpiny is s stock ecor- |
poration vu:npr'r-wl.r} Mr, and Mrs. Jolin
Arbackle, Charles Arbuockle, James Jar- |
vis, formerly an ofiice-boy for a cofiea
broker, Joshina Bloway, sid s few old |
i‘lllir}ﬂ."l{" “jl” ]'\l"]\'l'lt ope Oor twa
shures on the formation of the eanpany.
The two brothers, however, form w pe-
eond eoncern sngaged i the infortation
and sale af coifee, awl in 4 siugls year
have reccived from Rio and Santos,
the great Drazilion asarts, more than
1o0,000,000 poands of cofee, At tho
mill i Drooklyn fully badf o willion
bugs of 180 poutds ench uee roasted un
muslly,  Whole ecargoes of  Braziliaw
culfee mre uuloaded st their wharl, a
siagle stenmer unloading frow thirty to
fory thotsan! bage, amonnting o soms
oasea to uore than 5,000,000 pounds of
this berry, the use of whieh, tyo centi-
vies ago, was considered sa disgraccful
@5 the amunoderste use of liquor is to-
day.

The Arbuckles ara really the largest
coifes merchants in the world. None of
the large bonses of London, Huvre,
Awmsterdaw, Humlmrg, or Kiv deJauoro
upproach themn inthe magmtude of their
transactions, and they bave nchivved |
ieir comsmercinl prominence simply by |
frugality sod striet sttoution to busi-
pess,  Ahoy have s mill and 8 large |
warebouse in  Brooklyn and bravch
livuses in Rio and  Santos.  They
are neturully a power in the specu- |
Intive wmorket, us  well as a0
the wstrictly legitimate branch of
| the busingss. Their snocess in  the
mutgi:&olooﬂu. bowever, 18 creating |

lis

competition, There are three roasting |
| estublishments in Chicago ; the Thur-

trade und auother firm  is about to do so |
scale with the advantage of
| unproved poteris.  As usual, the inven.
| tor has denived liitle prolit from his in.
| vention, and Carrutbers, who heaped
, ;::ll:; into the coffors of close-flsted

u vauia Dutehmen, wis obliged to
| forwm a connective with unother house to

i
8o mueh for the millionaire who
: ouly to be roasted himsell
hot arms of the legal Molueh,
K's" were a little too

| eity.

| the burkeepor with u grin,

warm for comfort,
voke a reciprocal **

PROVIDENCE AND PRORINITION,

The devious ways of Providence inthe
matter of prohibition are past understand-
jug. I min speaking of Providence, R,
1., where the laws are so stringent na
absolately to prohibit sales of liquor ex-
oept o prescriptions. A friend of mine
who is in the glass business recently vis-
ited the Rhode Jsland capital, snd  his
observations of the way the law is evaded
are interesting, 1 give them exactly aa
told me, aud know that there is no exag-
geration,

My friend received an invitition to
dinner at the swellest elub-house in the
T he bost men belong to it, aod in
the party that partook of this particular
dinner there were leading business men,
n judyre, and reveral prominent lawyers.
The supposition was that it would bun
“ry dinuer,” for the Taw will not allow
nsale of evon n bottle of beer, To my
iriend's great surprise ois neighbor on
the 1eft calied for o bottle of chumpegne,
end 1t was duly punighed, in quick time,
A {ow minttes later a water brought o
pices of puper, which looked like an or-
dinary order ¢hoclk, and Inid it before
the man who had ordered the cham-
pugne. e signed it and passed it to
my friend. 1t read:

Recetved from (waitor's name) one
wmekage marked Mumm's Fxtra Dry, |
whieh | azrce to return in good condition,

(Name of elub man).

My friend read this extraondivary
dociment and passed it to the judge, |
who sat upon his right.

“Yes,"” emid that ornament of the
beneh, ** this s loan, nod not asale
The person signing this receipt is bound
{0 retiten the package or another like it.
These receipts ara (iled away, and when |
0 dozen have necomuisted aguinst
member he orders & basket of the wine
and returns it to the waller or stownrd, |
Thera is no law in the State that ecan in- |
terfere in sny way with the trausaction,”

It sppears thut when the club found
itsell faee to face with the new iron-olnd
law of Rhode Island its legul members |
et themwelve to work to find & gap in |
tie wull They decided upon the plan of
Josning the liquid refreshients instead
of =elling it. In the fArst plaee the mem-
Lers stocked np the plnoe on assesement,
and afterwards it ia kept going by the |
replucing of the net goods nsed by the |
members who used them, There sre
aumber of totsl abstinence man in the
club, bt baving upheld the elub they
can only grin and bear it when the law
proves inadequits,

The amonnt of decrenze in the lignor |
hnsiuess as & whole moay Dbe lenrned
fiom the following incident, ,“}' fricnd
called upon o grocer to whom he lad
Peen accustomed o sell o few gross of |
flasks ouce in awhile, He mid to the
groeer : ¢ Lyuppose it's no use trying to |
goll you snything usder the present
law 2™

“No, " said the procer,
prossive wink, *it isn't;
you like to take s * smile * yoursel{ ?

Ilie gless man didn't care, and they
weut to the rear of the store. The grocer
took bold of an apparently solid parti-
tion and pul'ed it easily to ene sids, re-
veuling 4 nice, cosy room well furnshed
with conveniances for spirituons comfort,
They fook their smile, and hefore part-
iug the grover gave his order for s car-
toad of flaske,  Thers ars over 200 gross
in & ear-load and 144 ina gross,  Prohi-
Intion has vot killed the plass business
in Providenee.

T'he ber of one of the leading hotels is
fitted up to reseruble oue of the femper- |
anca cafes which have beeome Bo pmer- |
ans throughout the country, Dainty
nrie hear in silver Jotters the legends, |
wold Tea,” ¢ Hot Coffee,” **Fure
Milk,” ele, The c¢old tea can be
purticnlerly  recommended  to  thoss
who like whiskey and the cof
foe to such as prefer brandr, The
glass ey was witnesa to rather s
curions seene iy this place, Tt was ently
in the forenoon, and Le had just taken |
u little ** cold tes,” for the weather was
clilly, The presiding genine of the
plice was standing on tip-tos Jooking
over the shuiters of the window. Hnd-
denly he turned wnd said: * Now you |
will oo some fun,  The fellow who s |
comine in now's no good. Ive gol
dene with o™

Prosently the door opened &nd in
witlked the ideal * erushed tragedian,”
He ralibed his hands together an that
chiseriul way winch always indicates pre-
ion for the first druik of the day, i

and uatﬂ: failed to
Kc noQ~

i

with an ex-
but wonldn't

ity

3 » " ¥
* , good morning,” sid he, 'l

take some coffes this morming if yon

don't mind,” and he emilingly pnt down
filtern comts om the connter,”™ *tAll
right," said the barkecper, and L pro-
ccedud to pnt out & cap of genuing col.
fee, '1he theatricsl gentleman tossed ii
off burriedly ; then ke looked lilie Loer-
ies stubbed with bis owo envepomed
IJJ 'L}'.'.

by the Olympian Zeus!  Bold "
e excluited, and stalked to the door
witliout another word,

o | saw him on the sidewalk bracing a
man for thet fiftesn conts,” remarked
“ We don't

want woy bums in Lere,"

e
Murk Tnnin Loses un Honor.
(L inch Belle's Now York Luiter.]
Mark Twain will nevar be hanged for

| modesty and yet he owas it to a retiring

disposition thut he is not » real knight ut
this blessed wmunate, It 18 generally
known that the bumorist is & mighty
shirewd business-man, and that, by being
his own publishier, he has made dollars
ant of e works while other writers of
eynal merit have made cants, Dut he
choozes to keep Lis name ont of the

commerciel end of lhis t‘l'.l.ll']lri!'ﬁ.'

saving it for the authorship apeg
of them, Thns in  the firm  of
Charles L. Webster & Co. he s
{lie unmentioned partper,  although
the privcipal one.  Well, from the

fsstinnee of Lwain's books the coneern
went into Grant's autobiography. elear-
inge nigh 8250000 from 1t and ther
letest venture wis & volnme about the
Pope st Rome, Twain went himself to |
Italy 1o arrsnge the matter, and whils
there had audiences with the Pontiff;
but e fdpared there only as Charles
1. Webster & Co., bocause he was ntthe
timue engaged in business rather than
htersture.  So it happoped that the
Pupe regurded him aa Webster, Now
comes 8 big parcliment from Rome
settivg forth thet Charies Lo Welbster
line becn created & Kuight of the
Opder of Pins, becanse ** if 1s ihe custom
and practics of (ke Romnn Poutifls to
bedtow titles of high honor on those gen-
tlemen whote eminent gifts of mind and
whose excellent qualitics seem to ns
wortliy of being erowned with rewards.”
With this doesmont of ennoblement is &
deeorationof blue silk, oroamented with
two stripas of red st the edges, and the
dreections are that it be worn on the left
Lreaset, * necording to knightly castom.”
ilut it ennnot properly adorn the frout
of Mark Twain, although really mcant
for him, aud bia lesser partocr thus
seoops the glory which belongs to the
greater.

e
Unying & Pony in Thibet.
Travelier: Ob, Aga! (masters of
horses) wilt thou sell a_pouy ?  Master
of the String ( binfily)—We are goiug to
Calentta and ssk 1,000 rupees each. |
What will the gentleman offer 7 T
ler: Ask bim Lbow much & ronnd—mnc L
and tail ineloded—he will take, Syce
¢ 1u ecstacies of laughter, almost nnable |
to artienlste to  the  shikari) :|
The Il:;: wishes toth.knw hcyr!
many N seer is
worth,  Master (lmki::lg pouc‘}: The
L;uny is of iron legs and fat abdomen ;
o5 & rejub's horse, 1 will take 500
rupées. voller : Tell him the horse |
nints and does not talk Hindostani. |

Il 1wl re-
duce lus price to 350 rupees, Traveller :
Tell him [ will give him 120 rupees and
o chogul of wmillet beer,

 lsagues beyond,

WOODS OF ALASKA.

SOMBRE FORESTS OF THAT DISTANRT
AND DREAR DOMAIN.

Lientenant Schwatka Describes the Physi-
oal Feculiarities of a Region Seldom
Seen by Touriste.

(Phitadeliphia Times, ]

which seamslike the tropics

bhr.ing.ﬂn in the oﬂpct ungle, s few
yards :
ance, thongh his wood is secured |

m lux

where the Arctic seemingly intrudes. It | May we not
is & curions combination, indoed, to sit | sure, so thoronghly

on the ice-foot half as high as n tall, tow-
ering trec and that slopes back mto s
glacier 1,000 to 1,600 feot thick and be
in the shade of the evergreon that stands
on the border of a dense forest, One
would think that sitting on the ice inthe
decp shade may ba o little too chilly, but
alter one has been been walking in the

0Of the whole vast tract of Alsska, cov-
ering over hall & million of square miles,
probably three fourths is covered by
timber, bt of the timbered aren aguin
riot more than oue third oft can proper-
Iy be suid to be “timbered " inthe sense
of the word a8 we would use it in lower
latitudes, while but o small portion of
this sgain will ever be of any great com-
mercial vaine to that country. These
{orests seattared over ko wide an extent
gs in that great eolony différ in many
crseptial respects from each other nnd |
from the forests we have been sccns
tomed tasee in the United States proper ;
snd to give the most interesting of these |
difierences is the main ohject of my arti- !

i elo,

The soutlieastern part of the Territory
from being the most sccessible is the |

consequence, thongh really less of
Alaska than Alaskn is of the United
States, Fully four fifths of this part is |
quite densely wooded, and the t.‘!ht‘l’|
tifth 1s mostly eomposed of water, which
winds in mpumerable chanuels hke so
many rivers crossing each othier at all |
angles, but connecting with the sen;
their waters are salt, and ocesn steam-
ers can  ply  their  devious  ways. |
For this resson ¢ Alaska ™ (i, #., South-
enstern Alaaka) has securad the reputa- |
tation of being & well-wooded conntry,
when, in fact, for every scre of lind the |
gummer traveller has seen jn this part,
densely erowded with timber, there are
guare miles of untimbered tracts in the |
vust Arotio pert fermed tunden, that
have never seen plant life larger thuan
the leaves of moss npon it, with perbaps |
an excepiion here and there along the
low water courses of a stunted willow &
few inches high that the whole family of
Salix wonld repudiate as black sheep in
the fold, while there are square town-
eliips elsawhera of land o sparsely forest-
¢ or with such indifferant timber that
from all urdinary nsaful standpoints they |
might have slmost been tundra, wnd |
give s little moro grazing land to the |
reindeer therelw,
DENAR FORESTS,
Nowhera in the regions north of the |
dense tropienl tangle-growth is thers &
more thickly-wooded and ** brushed part
of the world than some of thess areas of |
Sonthern Alaska. The eountry might
well beconsidersd mountuinons, withoough
few of the elevations uyaruge above 3,000
to 4,000 feet, still the incline from the
very water's edye 15 ganerally so steep to
the very top that no one disputes giving
it ¢n Alpine character as the most faith-
ful one to deseribe it,  All theso steep
hillsides are wall covered with an ever. |
green growth of Sitka  spruce that |
1% the most sombre green | have ever
viewed. 1t is; doleful enongh at any
time, but when ecoupled with the dreary
rain-storms so ecommon in this part of
the Territory—especially in' the fall,
winter, and spring months—ons must
have the spirits of Mark Tapley 1o keep
from snflering from the blnest of the
“hlues,”  The reflections of these deep
green forests give the fjord-like water-
ways a Plotonie shade of greenish
blnck that makes one feel that if
he ever fell overboard from the
vossal e would keep sinking in
the eold dark wsters for the next three
weeks, and oot he sure of the bottom
then. Going sshore the traveller's iden
of the density of the forest is incrensed
ratlier than the reverss, 2z would be ex-
peeted ; and he finds added to the ever
green prowth, the top of which Ly conld
only ses wlicn on the wnter, & detse, de-
ciduons growth underneath thut makes
walking laborious mod diffienit 1n the
Over all this agein is a
heavy matting of moss that clings to
everything that wonld give it the
teast lLiold,  The fallem tronks of
treea do uot seem o decay and pass
away, but keep sceumulnting, probahly
for ages, until they huve piled up n
mpss of felled timber from & yanl to ten
feet deep and all covered by a treache-
rotis earpet of mosa. Tie topmosttrunks
may be lndicated tothe eys by a ridge
of mo bt let the pedestrian step
aside from this snd there is o tellieg
where Lie will bring np, ss he sinks into
the mows np to his middle er armpits,
prot his tosw tipping smotlior trunk
far below,  Add le tius the steap asoents
on which sll this tangla-growth is found
and it forms about ss effeciivie o barrier
to m traveller's pregress as soy in the |
kuown worid. 1t is for this reason that
winers' yrospecting is so inedectus] in
this part of Alasia, otherwise so very |
acoensible,  Ten feet of snow could not
b more effectiva in hiding enteropping
Insdmes and indications of precious lodes
frou i prospector’'s eyes,  Insone places
uva.iun:'luhllmv- swept down the ileep |
wonntain-sides, laying the gronnd bare
in narrow windrows, and it 18 generaliy
along these that most of the successin
wine Linsting 15 doae, |
THE OLIMATE, |
The stmosphere of sll thie part l-f|
Alaska is surcharged with moisture, the

L

| enuse of the almost constant rairs, re-

lieved oftener by keavy fogs then by fine |
wenther, the short summer alone ex-
capted. 'T'his suturatesthe sponoy moss,
and conpled with the water from the
melting suow and icefields on the Alpine
snremite, which drains down the sieep |
gidesundissoaked up by thisomni-presens
turf, it gives n soaking sort of path- |
way for one to follow in any excursions |
from the few besten paths that the in
digns have to follow ; forthey never pive
for overlund sxcursions 28 long ag they |
ean accomplish the same journey in whols
or in part by takiog a canve and pad- |
dling alongsome of the numerons water- |
ways, which, aftecall, are notso wetin
disagreenble way g5 the lend trails. So
o pleasant stroll through the wald woods
of this part of Alesks 15 abiont out of the
1|ll‘»lit]l|, exeept n two or three short |
puths of & vory few miles 1 exient,
whers they have been made by white
residonts, and these have been de- |
soribed oo often {or me to dwell npon |
them.  Uhis chareter of  the Aluska
wild wonds i3 true ot sll that part of the
‘Lornitory directly faciog the great Pa- |
eific Odean, except the Aleuting islands, |
which are practically barren of timber,
Mun bas made but shght wroads into
tlis dense forest, for there are no laws |
Ly which he cen sequire it, and meny to
prevens bis soquisition, woile beyond all |
this the populution is very sparse and
mostly of the native kind, whose wauls |
are so simple that they wake no appre- |
cisble impression on the fallen timber, |
let slone that which is standing. It |
therefdre, has but few foes to curtail 1ts
Inzuriant growtb, and most of it Lows
only to thut sure desteover of all life, old
wice. | noticed the deadly working of one |
eneny, howsver, whose effacts, though
small; were deeply interesting. 1 reler |
to some of the greatest glaciers of
Algskn, whick, cmanating from the sides |
of the oolossal Bt &u. spread for
like vast rivers snd |
lukes of ice. T'bey invade the lowlands |
wiles beyond the mother mountain, and
find dense forests of spruce, cedar, and
pine in their way. The grest ice
foot, hundreds feet iu  height,
grinds the tall trees iuto pulp
wnd oplinters on s seals 0
gigantic tLat one stands in awe as he
views this colossal contest of nature, be-
side which it s flattery to call himsell o
comparative pigmy in steength. Grest
i'nnhn! trees in most

from the parent

| high if staightened ont

| prevent, alth

glaring sun over the white ice Le feels
a5 if he would like to erawl under the
shada of the North Pole to eool off and
fifteen to twenty wiles of ice must be
crossed to reach this puink,

THE OLACITEHS,

These great fingers of joe from the vast |
glaciers evidently hiave theirlong periods |
of advence and retreat, for where | stood |
the white glistening mass was eating at |
the very limbs and trunks of trees that
wers in full leaf, while in another place |
could be seen long windrows of dead
trees partially eovered by
where the dee  bad evideotly once |
worked, althongh the edge of the re-
treating giacier was now nearly half a
mile away. Where the jor was now ad
vaneing we inferred it was at & ranid

| most {requently "iﬁiil'd_."ﬂ!lll 'llf‘_‘ﬂm"t | gait, for the trees were grecn and ahve |
| commonly refarred to as * Alaska ™ 85 8 | tha0 it wes grinding to picoes,

whils
beyond the windrow of oid dend trees,
killed ['T-'}'fllilj‘ decades  before, the
gtanding trees wers &lso demd for a
hundred yards or &, showing that the
glucier’s prosenes for that distance wns
baneful eitiier by ehilling the forest g0 1t
could not grow, or more likely hy the
gwnmpe of ira-wnter it geomed to throw ont
shont thot distanee, amd which, in con-
stuntly Lathing the roots, no doubt had
£ mora deletorfons affioct than the clidled
nir on their branches,  From all this we
suppose that the advancing glacier wis
so rapid in its gaity for ot wus killing
more hy dirvet erushing then by its mere
sresenice and indireet effuct on poots und
1»rn|u'l:--.-e. 8o far | huve spoken only of
the forests directly fucing the 1'a ifie |

Ocsan. |

Onee over {hie coast range  of moun-
taims and naturs takes on e different
phass in many respects rogerding the
woodlands, Arctie winter prevailsin-
stead of an almost coonlinnous raia-
storm,.  On the highlands of the interior
the prowth i stumted and in sparse
auantity. Hers T found the contorted
pine, as nutnmlists eall it, snd it is eer
tuinly woll numed; for a more contorted,
twistod, sparled, exoukivd, trregular; and
puaried  tree [ nover  saw, re
fmeniber one that stood o the mid-
dle of o smull prairin T crosged and
whicl altractel my attention so much
that I'exnmined it minotely. v looked
like a bont copkserew  holding aloft a
mintof fish-hooks. It was dead,
bly in shear despair from not L inge iehle
10 twish 1o some now  direction ; anid ex-

atrining where the goucled bark Dad
tailen from  the truek, b eould bescey
that the wooldy tilirea W twisted
wreund the heart as anaxis 1 funir
or five rovolntions in the height of
abont  twenty  feet.  Now,  this
beart or axis of the tres aguu mude

about a dozen spital turns, hike a ecork-
sorew, us 1 have said, which nsed up
abeonut u third of its length : or, in other
wordg, it would buve been thiny feet
Then, ns if tu
aldd econfusion to disonder, the whale
tree way hent to the northward in a
sort of & ginernl keeping with all ex- |
posed troes, /s o resiit of the provadling |
sonthern winds, The limbs looked us
if they were ol trying avoid ench
other, and even t

In Boutheastern
boautiful wyellow
bring €100 to $1500 per thousand feet 1o
Sap i"ranciscons w feney wood for nrbis
tie purposes (when smugaled thirowgzi i |
brings to #1000 per thowsund feet,
whiclesale, ther f the law allowed it to |
beent, which 18 males every effort to
ngh it is sold in some parls
of the Territory, eut us cord-wood, ut §3
to $3.50 per cord, tider the dispensa-
tion which allows restdents to et timbor
fur their own personal use,

e

tey

Aluska grows the
whieh would

nila

“ Neetion Faer."
Th the Pditar of the Dipateh :

Tt is proposed by the prosent Legisle-
ture to sttempt to formuoluts and puss o
Lill that shull exiend the benefits of the
“inter-State commeree law ™ into and
over the State of Vieginta, Oue of the
most vital gnestions tnvelved in that bill
wnd she one moat widely known aud dis-
cussed 18 Y section 4, wiieh
the charging of mare for & short than
for a lung henl, with & proviso,

1n this connection it ey not e smiss |

to call puslic attention to x Masseclin.
setts statule bearing upon this subject,
It 15 ua follows, and without & proviso :

o No turlrosd corporstion shall charge
of recvive fur the tramsporlation of
freight o asuy station road a
grealer g than ik dt the time chargeil
or receivad for the travsportat.on of the
hike class and quantity of freicht from
the same original peint of depurtore to
a station at u graater distunce on its rowd
1o the seme dirsetion,”

Aud this same restriction s extended
to two counuecting rosds.  The Massa-
cliisetty commission in addressing the
select committea of the Umiled States
Seunte (see pages 67 aud 8 of report
in referance to this law have this to say :
w1t has been allesed that this Iaw 1= &
dead letter. To this the auswer Lins
een mads, apd it 1 pow made once
more, that no lew in tius Stele 1% moro
thoronghly enforced than this, Tudenl
it wonld be muore correct to say that, il
stoad of being eaforesd at all, 1t s uni-
verselly acquiesced in and obeyed,

* fnan exteaded investigation of freight
rates made a yoar minee with refersnce to
other guestions, aod 1o scma recent in
auiries mute with special reference fo
this question, the board hasobrerved the
serupulons care with wiich, i spite of

Iis

ol

| !--llll'm'i"rlr, nuy antraction ol bl luw

hius been wvoided. 1t has remedind a
ol evil and o great injustice; 1t Lo
wlped to save suell industies and smil
pitees from Leing ertchead out of exist-
vaed ;s it Hos checked the téndency to
l‘-m‘w.'!.-!.tt:l‘l:l, \t,.j 1 \h--a‘u ]. lull]-l i one
piace or a few pluces it the cost ot loeal
enterprise, tins creafing tratie for the

| ratlrosds by giving cceupition to their

customers. And it is believed that any
attempt to repeal this safeguand-of fiir
dealing would receive lmost winiversal
condemnation from the basiness men of
Vassachusetis,”

The sbove 15 what the Massschnsetts
commission have to say (aiter the faw
s been tested fifteen years) wboub o
statute which forbids the clarding of
mors for & short haal thau lor s long one |
under any cizcumstances whatever,

The United States Bevaie welect com-
mittes cluse their remarks npon this sub- |
jeet as follows (see repors page, 6Y): *ln |
the wuy of practical resalts the Musun-
cliuselts commission is showa by s
reoord und by the testimony to have ex-
ercised by its reports aad decisions an
ackpowledyzed iniluence upon raii
wanagers in bringing about peede
forms, and to bave besn successiul in tho

redress of grievances and the correction |

of abuses. [t has held the ruileoads to

maornine, |

*ost.

forlids |

vouid |
i ye- | THE

|mr:ﬁunor resnlt of the existing sys-

What I would ssk in this connection is,
safely engrait such o men-
tested, so satisfac-
tory to all classes of society—may we
| mot engraft it, Ieay, on & irgminh?:
us @ substituts for the ** fourth section
of the inter-State commeree bill without
any risk whatover and not only withont
injury to, but rather forthe betterment of
every intorest oonneocted with the rail-
rouds themaolves ?  Under their present
operation in the Htate of Virginis they
are killing the goose that lays the golden
egg ; they are enltivating s deep-seatec
aud & dangerons hate smong the people.
They shonld on the contrary be giving
“geenpation to their oustomers™ all
along theie lines, and thus apportion out
more hiberally the good things of lile
und lighten the burdeps,  BEDFORD.
B S SRR
Nechanies' Enssitute.
To the Editar of the Dispatch:
Among the bills introduced into the
Legisloture at this seasion is one pro-
posad by Mr. Lyon G. 'Tyler for the re-
organization of the Mechanics’ Institute
of thiseity., We hopo that this importaut

yoon sohool system a8 preposed by Mr.

| weasare will not incur the fateof the com- |

Jeafferson early s 1779, bt be suffred |

by the Legisiture to go into immediate
operstion.  The eommon-school system
was deelared by that truly great man to
be “one of the four columus of the
republican edilice™; and yet the fals
economists of his time, by putting np
the plea of poverty, defeated 118 heneki-
cont intentions for unearly one lundred
TUATE,

Great as the improvement lins been in
oureducational faeilitics sinee 1560, much
yot remains to he done.  Vathl sips that
the first duty of & Stata is to preserye
and perfect itself, snd [ beliove thut the
parsmonnt constderation of legrsiation
is the educstion of the mnsses,  Educa-
twn is the tolisman of all soond pros.
perity inu State and takes precedence
of every other abligation.

Is otir eduentional system s perfect
one? By mo meuns, Our Governor, al-

| ways wide anake to the necessitivs of the

Commonwenlth, ¢alls the attention of
the Legislature to the propriety of in-
troducing  technical training n  oar
clementary publie schools. I'he great
feature of all techuical truining is draw-
ing or designing, but very few persons
are i‘n}llhfr of tepching this art, ¢ ~'!"'"i-
aily in the South.  Hence, it appears to
| me that the application of elementary
technienl instruction to our comon
schounls 18 impracticable at preseut (1)
bocanse of the difficulty in eltainine the
proper. instrietors, and (2)  becaise of
the sxponse whieh would run far Rioug
the thousatids of doliars.

W hit, then, is the true solntion to the
diffienlty?  The Meshunies” Inst
hill, i wy hawble opin It e
lines the agricultoral with the mechani-
el fentinres. 1t agrees to furnish the
Agricnltural Department with new and
convenient apartments. It proposes to
admit sl students practically free of

It empowers each legislitor to
nominate one student subject to confir-
mation by the Hoord of Munngers It
puarantocs that the student sball huva
the advantages of the highest tachnical
tratning, starting with the elements of
druwing and ending. 1f necessary, with
the thoroughly  equipped  engineer,
painter, and seulptor,

Wbt yperile the hill? It speaks so
lond for itself thut notbiog but the ap-
prebension of expense cut throw doubt
npon its sueeess,  1s the plea of poveety
aeain to bo put np aguinst the soiveral
demand of the age?  We must have ma-
ehumieal sehools to teach our ¥ouug men

the practical needs of every-day life.
We must cense to deaw all onp skillil
workmen from the North, Lt the Le-

oislature logk the mensure sqqiare in the
{ace, auil when 1t comes before 1t 1or wes
tivn iuenr the full responsibility of ity
pasenge. Let it bury unworthy jealonsies
umil igachle parsimony amd o the estabis
Jisliment of the Virmnin Mechanies' In-
stitute erect at once for itseif an epdu-
fing monument in the affection of the
weehunivennd the patriotie lru»i-'.t' of the

whole S

tate, i,
o ——
A Loung Trip for n smail Boy.
[Batiimore Su)

Horatio Collins Fitzer, s hoy azed
nine yeurs, dissppesred from his howe,
14012 west Lombard strest, on Wednes
day and returned yesterday, having
made u trip to West T'oint, Vi,  The hit-
tla fellow, who is partially  praralyzed,
and who on aceount of that 15 unable to
attend sehwol, has o fancy for riding on
srest-cars, and hus several times Lefors
wed away from home, On Wedues-
© he took a tup to Hampiden,
Paltimore  county, on  the  Elee-
tric railrond, snd returning to Balti-
more he went on board the steawmer
Bultimore, of the Richmond and York-
River Liwe, balieving, as he said, that
ha conll muke atrip to Tolchester sl
ecotue bgelt in the evening,  He was not
noticed on board uutil witer tha Jdepart-
are of the stenmwer, At West Point Le
wis about to board a cur, beliey-
ime that it would take him bowe, The
officars of the steamer cared well for
bim, and the matron, upen the seturn of
the boat te tais enty, took bim to the
cesldemen of his perents, who were
nesrly overcome with joy when they
saw Mim anfe und well.

()I.!! AGE IS ATTENDED WITH
weaknenl the st ] Bawald, causing
I i, onstipn t

M, Thsse & aiure’s
ninhgs, &anhd, i ninheeded, soots lead te sariois
rosults, Lo persond advatosd (i yoars and tlose
who canne! ke powerful medicise, Slmmons
Livar fagulaor 8 most pacullarly adapled.
Owing to s mlid sction it may be (agon Ly lLe
must del cate and debiiltaied at gur time wud
undar all crcumatances with périsct safaty,
ope of 15 = mast veunrable of the Unlted Stales
Spnpte, e Iate o, Alezander . Bisphens,
wrale s *=lmma lver Heguintor is mild aod
s e balier INAR LHOTH SCtive 0 Jea™

e st

n
"

il
1t.¢
ot fo
to the
1 d restaras Lo
and vigor (o the
of Macon,

Bim o losd B overy sedon-
o e sufl 1 extratasly feom’ paidl-
e e heard of Simmons Liver Hegulator,
wid commanitsd (o take it regulardy. ‘The ludl-
thon nes lefl bim, and he has Acome more
cpecriul  and ararty—=in fact, eoujo¥s belter
Lealth gow ) hie has Koown for years, Jt 18
ariniuly a £ 10 the young and owl twind
sueh o medicine "
Examing W sse that you get the gevuls, dis
mugusbed from all freuds and Hnitatiocs by
our red £ trade.mark an froot of wrapper, and
o the sido the seal and signatura of J. H. Zei
o & o 38 VEF U WEw

AEW PUBLICATIONN,

Finru 'NEW NOVELS FOR 15

LENTS,

FOUR NEW NOVELS,

All complete in the FEBERUARY NUMBERf the
FAMILY LIBRARY MONTHLY.

Ouly 15 eentd UL il pewsdealers, of TRE
INCEUNATIONAL NEWS  COMPASY, New
York, Juid1c

RTOW READY-THE FEBEUARY
4N _Part of tho
UNG LADIES' JOURNAL,
uil the LATEST PARIS FASHIONS,
1CANTIC FASHION supplement of 6y
GUKES, sud COLORED FASUHION PLATES
of M FIGURES, besidsse mumorous Skories,
New Musio, now EMDROGIDERY deslgos, FAT-
TERNN, &0, &0,
Prive 8 cents. Yeariy 9. All nawsloalers, o
INTERSATIONAL XNEWS COMPANY,
L3

wiin

New York,

dirikin, MTATIONEBRY, &

obediencs to the laws, and has not uulrl, JOR 1888 —WE HAVE FOR THE

seoured the passsge of necdial legislu- |

tion, bat prevented unwise mewsures
Through s recommendations volun-
ary reductions o rates have been
made pnd diserimivations of  differ-
ent  kinds dons  wwny with. It
Las secured uniformity iv the secounis
and reports of the roads. Tt has fixed
the responmbility of accidents aud done
a great service in requiring the adoption
of improved applisnces for safety. And,
in eonclusion, it may Dbe said that the

por was there fonnd indieation of
Mmm with (e

new year Diartes, Physiclans’ Visitlug L
} Almanacs, and Ca'sodars, Also, & (ull lae
Blank-Dooks sud all Kinds of Statlonsry.
WEST, JOUNSTON & OOy,
Bookaellers, Stationers, and rrintors,
nl #i1 Maln streot.

b
888 BLANK iSOOh'S. 1888,

sil sizes and prices. DIARIES for pockes or
aesx. PHYSICIANS VISITING LISTS. RICH.
ARDSON'S and HAGEHSTOWN ALMANACS,
CALENDARS FREE BOOK BINDING In any
siyle, RANDOLPH & ENGLISIL
.| SNSRI | L. 1, I
NEW BOOKS.—WHAT [ REMEM-
N BRR, Trollops, $1.78 of tne

PR IR g
aoe 31 Lot tross Heares. $1: Lok

 For sale
i ™ 'ARBAM & CO,

..

3 O TR P, e,
[CHMOND, FRBUERICKRET
ARL PO A

TOMAC  RAN ROAD. ..
mmm JANUARY & 1um -Iﬂh'r';‘.‘: oy
7:25 A M. lonves Byrd-Sirest statien dally ..
f only st Aakland, Junctios, {l'; fiek
.“Il 1'r\:drrt-t qutw Nlanrap
‘matiington. Lanves Was at
Naw iock GLILIOA. N,  Wiate
RIDA. M., Icares Hyod teaet mathin, ppe
Pulipasan vestionis irale, on we A
rogulate Bowe uond | prirs [are s charged. Puns |
e . They were dhirnd - | days, Thurndays, snd “ameing. .,
sunt on he JRK, 14, 851 (s
Janaary., Wakes 0 ‘eonl etor
1:00 A. M., leaves ByrdaStrest sintlon duiy, .,
ecopt Sundey, . Loaves Wastilng 5o,
Naw York at b0 M, o
B0 P M., leaves  DyrdSteet
| Simaper to Now Yok,
10:55 A, M., arrives sl Byrd-Stest statlong 4.,
of convincing

A Million Boxes a Year.,

BRANDRETH'S PILLS purify the Plood,
stimulats the Liver, strengthen the Kildneys,

the Unlted States In 1595 Since that time over

afty millions of boxea of BRANDRETIVS PILLS
tave been consumed. Mation <,

sinsper froun Naw Yors,
248 P. M., arriven at Byrd.street statlon 4y,
atops st Fradecicantang, Wity
anction, Siessepfrom Wasking
TSP M., armives DByva-Street RAling »
Pullman vesiibi/s traln, on »
extra fere Is canrgol, Fu
vayn, Wodnestays, gnd Faag
vept dn the This and 4ih of
) s
rarL MEal

with th 1

This,

estimonials from all parts of the world, is poai- |

tive evidence of thelr valus,

BRANDRETH'S PILLS sre purely vogelable,
Ynies po
1S P, M., nirices gt Byrdo
mxre (it Sumlay. \eajier
[T
ASHLAND THAINN

absolutely harmiess, and safs to take ar any

time,

Sold in every drug and medicine stors, clthar P

ni-Sulw

!-Il-.r\ or sugarconted, SOLP. M., Ir

PLHOFESSIONAL,
BrvenLey B MOxFoRD,

WALLER T, STAPLES, Lo, ,‘"'-W vuh at Elta: lesves Adlias: g
U,'I'.N‘Lkl‘i & MUNFORD, o A AT IO Gonveal TIRAY b4
’ s S B T. D M rens, Geneesl Sugedon '
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, :
Ofco: No. 1119 KAST Mars STHRET, WTORFOLK AND WESTLEN R\
RICHMOND, VA, - AR
Practies inthe courtd of the eity of Kihmond | gCHEDULK IS EPFRCT DECEMBER |, e
ol the sapremo Courd of the Ubited St i
Washingio, jall siith TWO DAILY TUHAINST ]
CAHES, CAACKHERN, Av TWO DALLY TIEAIRS T LEAC
()Lll DOMINION (ARE AXND LEAVE RICHMOND.
CRACKEIL WORRS, 1049 A M, Dby, via Lo Bmatid sod =
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